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W. TRUOCOLLO 


MR. DUN: Today's date is January 16, 2002. 

My name is Richard Dun. The time is 0700 hours. 

I'm with the New York City Fire Department. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with William -- 

A. Truocollo. 

Q. Truocollo? 

A Battalion 26, shield number 1585, working 18 
Charlie. 

Q. Can you tell me in your own words the events 
leading on September 11, 2001? 

A. We were assigned to the tower collapse, at 
which point we went down the -- we went local to 
Manhattan, because the West Side Highway was backed 
up. Once we got down there, we parked in front of 125 
Barclay and that's where we met Chief Wells. He told 
us to get everything on a stretcher, all our equipment, 
and we walked with him and he staged us at Liberty and 
West. Just pretty much watching people jump or fall 
out of the towers. I don't really remember radio 
transmissions because there was so much noise. But we 
maybe were there 10 minutes. 

Q. Was there a lot of chaos when you pulled up? 

A. Yes. I mean we didn't know where to go 


initially. The Chief happened to pull up right next to 
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us. 

Q. Were there a lot of civilians running around? 

A. Yes, there was people running all over the 
place. A lot of emergency vehicles going back and 
forth. People almost getting hit by police cars and 
everything shooting around over there. So from the 
whole time we were down there, when we went to the 
staging area, maybe about 10 minutes, 15 minutes. We 
were told, grab the stretcher, we are going into -- I 
don't even remember. I think we were going into the 
Marriott to stage in there. I was just looking up to 
make sure nobody fell or jumped on us. We got in front 
of the -- I believe it was the Marriott. I just heard 
somebody yell run. I tried to run back towards the 
staging area. 

Q. Was that the first collapse? 

A. Yes. I woke up. I was partially underneath 
a -- I don't know. It had to be some type of motor 
vehicle, because I could see the exhaust and there was 
a firemen digging my leg, because my legs got buried, 
the rest of me was underneath the car. That was it. 

I remember he pulled me out and I actually 

thought a plane was coming because of the roaring 


sound. That's when he told me the tower collapsed. We 
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went into what was supposed to be a safer location and 
we were there maybe not even 5 minutes when they 
evacuated us and then we heard -- I heard another 
collapse. I don't know if that was 7 or if that was 
the other tower. 

Q. That was probably the other tower. 7 
collapsed much later. 

A. Later. I was already -- we went through the 

-- past the West Side Highway and they put me ona 
boat, the Jersey City police harbor boat and that was 
it. I went to Jersey. 

Q. That was the end of your day? 

A. Yes. I mean I was admitted there. I had 
various injuries and everything. 

Q. Because I interviewed your partner 
(inaudible) than getting hurt (inaudible), triage or 
anything (inaudible). 

A. Yes. Like I said we were staging, we went 
over there. We were told by Chief Wells we are going 
into the triage area. The last thing I remember even 
telling my partner, I was looking up at the towers and 
the last thing I said was, you know, I don't think we 
should be near these buildings and that was it. That 


was really it. 


W. TRUOCOLLO 


I didn't treat any patients. It was just 
chaotic. We were just running and screaming. Nobody 
wanted to be where we were at. Everybody was trying to 
get away from it. 

MR. DUN: This concludes the interview. It's 


705 hours. 


